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 Foreword 

 
Citizens of Eugene, 
 
The purpose of this document is to assist you in the most important 
planting consideration ɀ the right tree in the right location.  The decision 
ÙÏÕ ÍÁËÅ ÔÏÄÁÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÓÈÁÐÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÏÆ %ÕÇÅÎÅȭÓ ÔÒÅÅ ÌÉÎÅÄ 
neighborhood streets for decades to come. It  matters. 
 
The information in this guide is the culmination of the latest research 
available coupled with the many years of municipal forestry experience 
that our team and our partners possess. We have worked with citizens, 
nursery professionals, local tree planting contractors and other 
municipalities to bring you what we consider the most comprehensive list 
in the Pacific Northwest. 
 
/ÕÒ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ȰÔÏ ÍÁØÉÍÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌȟ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 
ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÏÆ %ÕÇÅÎÅȭÓ ÕÒÂÁÎ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ minimize its costs and liabilities 
ÂÙ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÏÆ ÁÄÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȢȱ 7Å ÓÅÔ 
out to create a street tree list that aligned with this mission. 
 
To accomplish this, we considered a number of things. We sought trees 
that have the ability to withstand changes in climate, have few known 
pest or disease problems, hold up well in storms and are not known to 
cause excessive debris or infrastructure damage. We also wanted trees 
that are readily available locally and that are hardy and easy to establish. 
Further, we wanted trees that provide ecological services that enhance 
the livability of Eugene, improve water quality, supply flowers for 
pollinators, habitat for birds and mammals and a shade producing canopy 
to offset the urban heat island effect. We have also added additional 
species to build resilience through diversity. 
 
We hope you find this guide to be comprehensive, thorough and, most 
importantly, helpful. Together, we can build a healthy urban forest under 
which our community will thri ve for generations.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
The City of Eugene Urban Forestry Team 
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Types of Street Tree Planting Areas 
This list pertains to trees planted in the City of Eugene (COE) right-of-way (ROW) including: Standard planting area between the street 
and the sidewalk (Figure 1.) , curb-tight sidewalks (Figure 2.) , tree pits (Figure 3.) , undeveloped right-of-way (Figure 4.) or medians 
(Figure 5.) . 

 

General Information 
¶ A street tree has a caliper of 1.5 inches or greater (measured at a height of six or more inches above the ground) and is located 

within a City of Eugene right-of-way. 
¶ A tree planting permit is required for any planting within the COE right-of-way.  Permit applications can be found at          

https://www.eugene -or.gov/3673/Urban -Forestry 
¶ Planting season is generally from October 15 to April 15. This may be adjusted by COE Urban Forestry depending on weather 

conditions. 
¶ All trees shall be standard, single trunk form unless otherwise approved by COE Urban Forestry. 
¶ This is not an all-inclusive list; other species may be considered and approved on a case-by-case basis by COE Urban Forestry. 
¶ This list is of species only, many trees have hybrids or cultivars to choose from. Hybrids and cultivars must reflect the general 

characteristics and size of the natural species. (i.e. a dwarf cultivar that only gets 10 feet tall would not be acceptable for a site 
requiring a large canopy species). 

¶ This list is subject to change based on availability, diversity, new science, pest/pathogen outbreak, etc. and is managed at the 
discretion of the COE Urban Forestry. 

¶ References to tree information include Oregon State University, Missouri Botanical Garden and California Polytechnic State 
University websites. 

¶ Reference the City of Eugene Stormwater Management Manual for tree planting in stormwater facilities. 
¶ Reference the City of Eugene Landscaped Median Design Standards for tree planting in medians. 

Figure 1. Standard planting area Figure 2. Curb-tight sidewalk Figure 3. Tree pit Figure 4. Undeveloped ROW Figure 5. Median 

https://www.eugene-or.gov/3673/Urban-Forestry
https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder/plantfindersearch.aspx
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/
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Planting Guidelines  
(Figure 6 .) 
¶ COE Urban Forestry recommends trees be approximately 1-1.5 inch caliper at the 

time of planting to facilitate more successful tree establishment. 

¶ Root flare shall be exposed to facilitate removal of any girdling or circling roots and 
shall be slightly above grade when planting. Planting too deep is the most common 
mistake made when planting new trees. 

¶ Holes shall be no deeper than the root ball, but at least 2 to 3 times the root ball width 
to encourage lateral rooting. 

¶ Excess soil shall be used to create a 3 inch continuous circular berm (ring shaped) 
around the perimeter of the hole to contain and funnel water to the root zone. 

¶ Trees shall be watered adequately at time of planting to collapse any air pockets in 
the planting hole. 

¶ Mulching is necessary to retain soil moisture, provide organic material and prevent 
weeds. Mulch shall be approximately 3 inches in depth, not contacting the trunk and 
extend to the drip line of the tree.  

¶ Nursery stakes shall be removed at the time of planting to prevent trunk girdling. If 
supplemental staking is needed to keep the tree upright after planting, make sure to 
do so in a manner that allows the tree to move slightly. Some flex in the trunk will 
allow the tree to add trunk diameter to support and strengthen itself.  

¶ Establishment period for trees is typically three years 
and requires approximately 15 gallons of water per 
week during summer months. Watering needs are 
species and soil specific. Monitoring soil moisture is 
important to avoid over or underwatering. 

¶ Refer to ANSI A300 for planting standards and ANSI 
Z60.1 for nursery stock standards. 

¶ Street tree planting distances shall be followed unless 
otherwise approved by COE Urban Forestry.   
(Figure 7.)  

 
 

 
  

Street Tree Planting Distances 
 

Mature Tree Canopy Size-   Small  Medium  Large 
    όǳǇ ǘƻ орΩ Ƙǘύ όорΩ ǘƻ слΩ Ƙǘύ όƻǾŜǊ слΩ Ƙǘύ 
Feature    Distance from Feature 

Street trees   нлΩ  нрΩ  олΩ 
Alleys    мрΩ  мрΩ  мрΩ 
Sidewalks   нΩ  оΩ  пΩ 
Driveways   рΩ  рΩ  млΩ 
Fire hydrants   рΩ  рΩ  рΩ 
Intersections   орΩ  орΩ  орΩ 
Manholes and catch basins рΩ  млΩ  млΩ 
Water meters   рΩ  рΩ  рΩ 
Utility boxes   рΩ  рΩ  рΩ 
Utility poles   рΩ  млΩ  млΩ 
Street lights   мрΩ  нлΩ  нрΩ 
Stop signs   нрΩ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ 
Regulatory signs   Not to block sign 
 
 
Figure 7. 
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Figure 6.  


